GOETHE S   REPUTATION  IN   AMERICA
The lyrics and ballads, too, were gradually becoming more
accessible in translation. J. S. Dwight had translated Select Minor
Poems of Goethe (Boston, 1839), and W. G, Thomas now published
Minor Poetry (Philadelphia, 1859). The Bohn translation began
appearing in England in 1847. Aytoun and Martin's Poems and
Ballads of Goethe (1859), another British undertaking, was favour-
ably reviewed in America. Among American translators of
Goethean poems after 1840, Bancroft, William Cullen Bryant,
who had lived in Germany, Channing, J. F. Clarke, Dwight,
Margaret Fuller, Longfellow, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and,
finally, Bayard Taylor deserve honourable mention.
A new and livelier interest in German, and particularly in
Goethe, is noticeable from 1869 to 1880. The German immigrants,
who had acquitted themselves creditably during the Civil War,
were now accepted as full-fledged compatriots. Many private
German schools were founded. Public school systems in com-
munities with a numerous German population, such as Cincinnati,
made German a required study, even in the lower forms, or went
even farther by permitting the teaching of the rudimentary
subjects to be conducted in German, instead of in English. This
practice constitutes a curious chapter in the history of American
education which has not yet been sufficiently investigated. That
its results were not salutary is attested by the generations growing
up under it, for the teaching was often inferior. Certainly a deep
love and understanding for the German language and literature
were not engendered. It seems, in fact, that the opposite effect
was often achieved.
Of slightly more importance for bringing about a better under-
" standing of things German in the United States were the visits of
many Americans to Germany during those years. But here the
fact that Germany was as yet hardly a nation in the truest sense
of the word must explain the comparative paucity of results. A
still more important factor in effecting an intellectual rapproche-
ment were the numerous books on various aspects of German
life and letters now appearing and which usually stressed the
significance of Goethe. Among them were Hosmer's Short
History of German Literature (1878) and Bayard Taylor's Studies
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